
OICUSSIFIEO I '^^o,oos6 

Psw I n - 1 r . Of 


j; 8 jut 

RehbJ Abrshom Cooper 
Afsjstflot to the Dear* 
for Holocaust Studies 
9760 West Pico Poulevero 
Los Angeles, California 90035 


DEPA RTMENT OF STATE 

"(^ release { ) DECLASSIFY 

, I EXCISE ( ) DECLASSIFY 

( j ObNY IN PART 

( I jELlTE Non -Responsive Info 

FOIA Exemptions 

PA Exemptions 


IS/FPC/CDR I 

I MR Cases Only: 

I EO Citations 


( ) CLASSIFY as ( 

( ) BOWNGRADE TS to ( 


TS auth^f.ty to, 

) S or ( J C UAOR 
i S or ( ) C OADR 



OcM Rabbi Cooper: 


I have been asked to reply to your letter to Secretary 

Muskle of May 9 concerning your Interest In the Raoul 

Wallenberg case, 

following discussions on this subject In Vienna In June 
1979, the Department raised this matter with the Soviet Embassy 
twice more — in July ano In October, 1979 — seekino further 
clarification of Wallenberg's fate, we pressed the Soviets 
acsln In December for a full and adeouate response. 

Regrettably, the Soviets failed to respond to our reouests 
o until February 29 when they formally ano in writing reaffirmed 

their claim that Wallenberg had died in the USSR durlnc July, 

•V J9A7, The Soviets also stated that they had Informed the 

_ Swedish Government directly of their latest findings and 

supgpsteo that they would have no further Information on this 
matter in the future. 


Given the current depressed state of our relations with 
the Soviet Union end the tone of the February 29 reply, we do 
not believe that the Soviets would be responsive now to further 
Incuiries now about Raoul Wallenberg. 

Unfortunately, the Secretary's very busy schedule 
precludes Ms meeting with you during the period you 
sucgestad, 1 assure you that the Department continues to 
monitor all significant developments in this tragic case one 
will inform you should any new Information oevelop, ^ 
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Incldentelly I you wlU be Inteiesteo to know that 
eyfenslve interview? were conoucten with eoch of five prorrinent 
Soviet dissloents exchonpec for two Soviet spier* In New York 
City on April 27, 197&, on the possibility that kslienberp wa? 
still alive In Soviet prison camps. None of the five 
ex-prisoners coulc confirm or lend credence to such rumors. 

Sincerely, 


\Kllllam T. Shinn, Jr, 

Director 

Office of Soviet Union Affairs 


Drafted:FUR/SOV:JV 
7/18/80, ext. 2207 J 
Cleared :SUR/SOV:RWF^ 
EUR:RtBarr,y, 
H:TWeston K. 
FUR/NF:PRia 
SsMVkennedy 
EUR/SOV: WTShin 







